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"wringing their hands. But at the second door they were stopped by other guards, who said that they could go no farther. They cried out with one voice against such an order, reminding the guards that they had for nineteen years shared the Queen's imprisonment, and had accompanied her wherever she went, and that it was a terrible thing to deprive their mistress of their services at the last moment of her life, and that the order was issued doubtless for no other reason than to prevent their witnessing some abominable torture which they proposed to inflict upon her.
Bourgoin, who was at their head, seeing that neither threats nor prayers were of the slightest avail, requested speech of the Earls; but that request received no more attention than the previous ones, and when the servants tried to force their way by, the guards beat them back with the butts of their arquebuses.
"It is cruel of you," said the Queen, raising her voice, " to forbid my servants following me, and I begin to believe, as they do, that you have some evil design upon me, aside from my death."
" Madame," the Sheriff replied," four of your servants are assigned to attend you, and no more; when you have gone down, those four will be sent for and will then join you."
" What!" the Queen exclaimed, " not even the four persons assigned to that duty are allowed to follow me now?"
" Such are the Earls' orders, Madame," the Sheriff replied, " and to my great regret, I cannot depart from them."
The Queen then turned to them and took the crucifix from Annibal Stewart with one hand and with the other her book of hours and her handkerchief.